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This document is not legally binding and is
merely Venture Education’s own interpretation
of the position of the Ministry of Education in
China. Venture Education will not be held
responsible for any damages caused by
decisions taken in light of the information
presented. Any decisions based on this
information are taken strictly at your own risk.

The transation for the modified Private
Education Promotional Law in the document is
for information purpose only. In case of
discrepancies, the Chinese version prevails. To
see the complete Law, please see Appendix.
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The
Background
Information

Private education is an integral part of
Chinese education. In 2020, there were
186,700 private schools in China, accounting
for more than one third of the total number
of schools at all levels and of all type; and
the number of students in private education
accounts for 1/5 of the total number of

students.

It took about three years for the State
Council and Ministry of Education to review
the draft and promulgate the law.

In terms of chapters and articles, the
current Private Education Promotion
Law have 54 articles in 8 chapters, but
the revised version has become 68

articles in 9 chapters.

In terms of content and length, the
current regulations are about 6,300
words, while the new regulations are
about 10,600 words, an increase of
more than 80%. 30 out of 54 articles
have been revised, 9 have been
deleted, and 23 new articles have
been added.

The revised law represents the first key step
of China’s 14th five year plan in the
education industry. The revised law is an

attempt to:

Emphasise the equal legal status of

public and private schools.

Prevent excessive capitalisation and
commercialisation in private education
and strengthen supervision and
regulation to prohibit unfair

competition and illegal school-running.

Prevent public turning into private, or
public involvement in running a
privately-run school. Many schools
have done this to attract/obtain better
educational resources. Most
importantly, many privately-run schools
with the involvement of the public
schools would use the brand of the
public schools, but adopt the fee
standard of the private schools. This
has caused unfair competition and
disrupted the market environment.
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Key
Articles

The revised Law represents China's continued
effort to reform and improve its education
system. The private education sector has
been a fast-growing sector, and the revised
law was promulgated as an attempt to catch
up with the pace of the sector and specify
some of the previous regulations.
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The revised Law does
tighten control of the
sector but is mainly
targeting the private
schools that follow and
carry out compulsory
education:

Preventing "public" from
turning into "private"

Article 7 stipulates: "A
public school providing
compulsory education shall
not run or participate in
running a privately-run
school, nor shall it turn into

a privately-run school".

Article 8 stipulates: "Local
governments shall not use
state-owned enterprises or
public educational
resources to run or
participate in running
privately-run schools that
provide compulsory

education".

Prohibit the use of
foreign textbooks

Article 29 stipulates:
“Privately-run schools shall
independently carry out
educational and teaching
activities in accordance with
laws, administrative
regulations and the relevant
provisions of the country.
The use of foreign
(overseas) teaching
materials shall conform to
the relevant provisions of
the country...... A
privately-run school offering
compulsory education shall
not use foreign (overseas)

teaching materials.”
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Prohibit cross-district
enrolment; prohibit
subject entrance exams;
prohibit recruiting
students in advance into
"private"

Article 7 stipulates: "A
public school providing
compulsory education shall
not run or participate in
running a privately-run
school, nor shall it turn into
a privately-run school".

Article 8 stipulates: "Local
governments shall not use
state-owned enterprises or
public educational
resources to run or
participate in running
privately-run schools that
provide compulsory
education”.

Nationalities of the Board
of Directors or any other
decision-making body

Article 25 stipulates: “The
members of the Board of
Trustees, Board of
Directors or other forms of
decision-making bodies of
a privately-run school
providing compulsory
education shall have the
nationality of the People's
Republic of China, and shall
have representatives
appointed by the
regulatory authorities.”
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Other

Key

Changes

Continued promotion of
the development of private
technical and vocational
education; this will be an

area of significant growth.

Teachers of public schools
shall not take part-time
jobs in privately-run
schools without the
consent of their schools;
this is targeting learning
centres especially.

The severity of the
violation of the relevant

regulations has increased.
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What does this mean
for British-style
schools in China?
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Will this have a negative
impact on foreign
investments in the
Chinese private education
sector?

Despite tighter regulation,
private education
continues to be an integral
subsector of the Chinese
education system with
strong government

support.

British schools can still
enter the Chinese market
in accordance to the
foreign investment law and
any other relevant
regulations.
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Can you have foreign
nationals in a school’s
Board of Trustees, Board
of Directors or other
forms of decision-making
bodies?

Yes, only the chairman (2
72 A) of the Board of
Trustees, Board of
Directors or other forms of
decision-making bodies
must have Chinese
nationality. One thing to
note is that the legal
representative of the
school shall be the person
in charge of the
decision-making organ or
the principal of the school.
If your principal is a foreign
national, the person in
charge of the
decision-making bodies
must be a Chinese national.
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Does the Board of the
British school need to
include a representative
from the government
regulatory body?

No, only Chinese private
schools carrying out
compulsory education
would need to include a
representative from the
government regulatory
bodies in the Board of
Directors or any other

decision-making body.

How many British schools
in China are for foreign
nationals?

There are currently 53

British independent schools
in mainland China, and only
15% are schools for foreign

nationals.

Can British schools still
use foreign curriculums
and textbooks?

Schools for children of
foreign nationals can still
use foreign curriculums and
textbooks in accordance to
the relevant provision of
the country as it does not
fall into the category of
“private schools offering

compulsory education.”
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Is the modification of this
law another reflection of

anti-foreign sentiment in

China?

In 2020, there were
186,700 private schools in
China, with majority
established by Chinese
education companies. The
Law is aimed at bringing in
a more appropriate level of
regulation into the
domestic private education
sector..

Can British enterprises be
involved in the running of
a private school in China?

Foreign enterprise in China
or social organisation
controlled by a foreign
party cannot run,
participate in running or
actually control a
privately-run school
offering Chinese
compulsory education.
Foreign enterprise can still
be involved in the
establishment of other
types of privately-run
schools in accordance to
the Foreign Investment
Law in China.
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Venture Education is a UK-China educational consultancy that supports
the continued growth and empowerment of quality education in both
countries. This includes research, market entry advisory, business
development, partnerships, and mergers & acquisitions.

in ventureeducation

www.ventureeducation.org

If you feel Venture Education’s interpretation of the new regulations
is not accurate or you would like to discuss with us these policies further
please contact us at contact@ventureeducation.org.
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